




 
 
 
 
 

 
HOW TO USE COLLODION = COLLODACOLOR 
 
When it comes to special effects makeup (or SFX makeup), products can fall 
under tiers ranging from Easy to Difficult. While Rigid Collodion isn’t 
difficult to use, I would place it in the Difficult category purely because 
you must know the hazards of using this product. 
Rigid Collodion can give you lasting and impressive scarred looks, but we 
want to make sure those looks don’t become permanent. So for this SFX 
Basics, I’m going to tell you everything you need to know about Rigid 
Collodion so that you can incorporate SFX looks into your productions. 
 
The medical field typically uses this clear, flexible solution to cover actual 
scars. Theatrical or SFX Rigid Collodion is a non-flexible version that 
puckers the skin when applied, which gives the illusion of a light or dense 
scar.  
 
Rigid Collodion tightens the skin when applied. As the solution dries, it 
shrinks, pulling the skin inward– thus creating a scarring effect. You will 
start to feel Rigid Collodion working on your skin almost instantaneously. 
 
This SFX product can be used for scars in their typical look such as the 
Joker, Harry Potter, or Katarina from League of Legends. Rigid Collodion is 
also great for simulating wrinkles or severed fingers. 
 
 
 
Before applying, map out where you want your scar to go. Use a mauve lip 
liner for a fresh cut look, and use a nude or natural colour lip liner to 
simulate an older scar.  
The more layers you apply, the more dramatic and deep your scar is going to 
look. When administrating Rigid Collodion, wait for the first layer to 
completely dry before applying the next.  
 



Rigid Collodion works best in less mobile areas such as the cheek, forehead, 
or nose. While you can opt to use this SFX product in areas such as the sides 
of the mouth (i.e. for a Joker cosplay), it won’t last as long and will start to 
peel as the day goes on 
 
Before using this product, make sure to test it on a small part of your skin. If 
it starts to hurt or irritate your skin, stop using it, remove it, and lay 
down Barrier Spray for protection. Never put this on or near your lips or 
eyes, and always make sure to work in a ventilated area because it has a very 
strong odour.  It is also HIGHY FLAMMABLE !! 
 
Rigid Collodion can create actual scars if it’s not properly removed. This will 
generally only happen if you peel off heavily applied collodion or if you use 
the product in the same area multiple days in a row. Just like a real scar, if 
you pick at it you have a higher chance of damaging your actual skin. So be 
sure to remove this stuff the right way. 
 
Removing Rigid Collodion is just as easy as applying it. However, you will 
need a couple of extra tools: 
• Spirit Gum Remover or our COLLODION REMOVER. 
• Cotton Balls 

 
Spirit Gum is an adhesive used to connect prosthetics to your face or other 
parts of your body. To remove those prosthetics, you simply use Spirit Gum 
Remover to safely lift the prosthetic from your face.  This product is made 
for SFX products, which is why it’s the simple solution for removing Rigid 
Collodion as well.  Simply pour Spirit Gum Remover on a cotton ball and 
wipe away your scar creation until it peels off.  This ensures safe removal of 
your SFX look and you won’t be left with any real scars. 
 

Our COLLODACOLOR range allows you to easily enhance your 
Scar Effects:: 

Translucent Red for quick cuts and burns,  Translucent Maroon for 
deepening the colour of a cut, Translucent Blue  for older scars, 
Translucent Yellow  for burns and Translucent Black for Bullet Hits, 
Stigmata, puncture wounds or older scars, and Matte Clear.  Best when 
different colours are used together. And GLOW IN THE DARK 
Collodacolor. 



 


